SUMMARY A 25 year old woman who had received intravenous heroin over one year previously developed an intervertebral abscess due to infection with Candida albicans. Immunological investigation of this patient showed no evidence of a specific defect in the host response to candida. pathy, but admitted to eating local dairy produce while in Greece. Nine months before presentation she had attended a drug dependency unit for buprenorphine and lorazepam abuse and over one year previously had apparently received heroin intravenously, on one or at most two occasions, without her consent at a party.
Intervertebral infection due to Candida (NR 1-8) .
Tests of the ability of the patient's neutrophils to phagocytose and kill C albicans intracellularly," performed six months after initiation of treatment, were normal.
Discussion
In our patient the site of the abscess in the spine implies the With the growing problem of drug abuse it is likely that systemic candidiasis will be seen increasingly in British practice and, as bone and joint lesions may occur without other features of infection, the diagnosis should be considered in heroin abusers presenting with musculoskeletal symptoms to rheumatologists and orthopaedic surgeons. Our patient raises the possibility that candidal infection of bone may occur a considerable time after heroin injection or that sporadic cases of infection may arise without known risk factors.
